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Sculptor of the Soul 


I fain would be a sculptor of the soul, 
Making each strong line fine, 
Each feature faultless. 
Yet the sculptor cannot carve 
In wood or stone 
An image nobler than he sees 
Within his own stout soul. 


So, gazing at the tools within my hand, 
I shudder! How escape from self— 
Pitiable, limited— 
That I may be indeed 
God’s carver? 


Happy is this thought; 
There is a Guide for me, 
Who in His living flesh 
Has given me the perfect image that I seek 
Of God! | 


ToyvoHIko KAGAWA. 
From Songs from the Slums, Cokesbury Press. 
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Coming Events 


A calendar of the more important national 
meetings of church organizations, so far as 
known to the BULLETIN, is published monthly 
in this column. 


Foreicn Missions CONFERENCE 
(As burrye Bair origi) steseecetesecesoaes =e January 8-10, 1936 


FepEerAL Councit’s EXEcuTIvVE COMMITTEE 
New Yorks. Nei Vices toes January 10, 1936 


Home Missions Counci AND CouNCIL OF WOMEN FOR 
Home Missions 
Washington), Di Coe. January 12-14, 1936 


NATIONAL CONFERENCE ON THE RURAL CHURCH 
Washington, Di Ci ee January 15-17, 1936 


INTERNATIONAL CouNcimL OF ReELicious EpucATION 
Chicagop2Hit ys Saxe Se February 10-17, 1936 


NationaL CONVENTION OF THE Younc WoMEN’s 
CHRISTIAN ASSOCIATIONS 
Colorado Springs, Colo........... April 29-May 5, 1936 


GENERAL CONFERENCE, MeTHOopIst EPiscopAL CHURCH 
Columbus; Obi08 Be ee aeteceeereecren May 1, 1936 


GENERAL CONFERENCE, AFRICAN MetHopist EpiscopaL 
Zion CHURCH 
Greensboros No Cars ic ccecsenccevens, May 6-20, 1936 


NationaL Counctm, oF FEDERATED CHURCH WoMEN 
Dayton; Ohio 2 ae ee ee May 12-15, 1936 


NorTHERN Baptist CONVENTION 
Sta ious Nigwhe se sacra May 20-24, 1936 


CuurcH CONFERENCE OF SocraL WorxK 
Atlanticn City ny Newco May 24-29, 1936 


GENERAL ASSEMBLY, UNITED PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
or NortH AMERICA 
Pittsburg Kansas ec erence ee May 27, 1936 


GeneraL ASSEMBLY, PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN U.S.A. 
Syracuse gNegy ose scence eee Seeeee ee, May 28, 1936 


GENERAL SYNOD OF THE REFORMED CHURCH IN AMERICA 
Rochester; iN oY eee eee June 4-9, 1936 


GENERAL CoUNCIL OF CONGREGATIONAL AND CHRISTIAN 
CHURCHES 


Mt. Holyoke College, South Hadley, Mass., 
June 16-24, 1936 


TweEtrrH Wortp’s SunpAY ScHOOL CONVENTION 
Oslo; sNorway 2012225 eee July 6-12, 1936 
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JANUARY, 1936 


THE EDITORIAL OUTLOOK 


Spiritual Certainties for 
the Peace Movement 


The international situation is threatening, to 
say the least. The Naval Conference now in 
session in London is likely to see increases rath- 
er than decreases in armaments. The war in 
East Africa continues. Events in the Far East 
are disquieting. Germany is rearming on a 
gigantic scale. The smoke from the chimneys 
of the armament factories in many other lands 
hangs low upon the horizon. 


Never was there greater need for realistic 
thinking among those who are working for a 
warless world. And there is evidence that such 
thinking is being done. Research bodies are 
laying the grim facts before the people. Church 
groups are not content simply to pass general 
resolutions on the ideal of peace; forward-look- 
ing leaders in every communion are pointing 
out the need of economic readjustments as a 
condition of the establishment and maintenance 
of peace. 

It is possible, however, to be realistic with- 
out being pessimistic. Yet there are indications 
that peace workers are succumbing to a mood 
of defeatism and despondency. ‘There are far 
too many advocates of peace going about pro- 
claiming the inevitability of another world 
catastrophe. A psychology of alarm is thereby 
-engendered which in turn plays havoc with ef- 
forts to curb resort to war. Things are confes- 
sedly bad but they will be worse unless those 
who believe in the ultimate triumph of spiritual 
values stoutly resist the present ominous drift 
of world opinion in the direction of hopelessness. 

It is precisely at this point where the churches 
can most effectively serve the cause of peace. 
Those who have come to see the world as some- 
thing more than a soulless mechanism have the 
greatest of all grounds for faith that justice and 


peace can be achieved. They may find that their 
efforts for peace do not meet with as quick a 
success as they had expected. They may dis- 
cover that war is a more deeply intrenched evil 
than they had realized, and not to be wholly up- 
rooted in a few years. But that it can be up- 
rooted those who believe in God cannot doubt. 
They know that those who fight for peace are 
on God’s side. Knowing this they refuse to be- 
come hysterical every time the current moves 
against them, or to yield to the mood of pessi- 
mism which is so widespread today. 


Signs of Promise in Race Relations 


In the interracial world it often seems that the 
picture is almost wholly dark. All the more 
brightly, then, some recent actions of church 
bodies stand out in contrast. 

The Washington, D. C., Federation of 
Churches has just voted unanimously to invite 
the Negro churches of the city into membership. 
Only a few years ago this same organization 
refused to admit one of the Negro churches. This 
changed point of view did not just “happen.” 
It is the result of long and patient work on the 
part of a few individuals who believe that Chris- 
tian brotherhood can really be achieved. 

When arrangements were first made for the 
International Convention of the Disciples of 
Christ to be held in San Antonio, Texas, last 
October it looked as though segregation would 
be strictly enforced. Then some of the leaders 
of the mission boards took an unequivocal 
stand on the matter, even saying that they 
would meet elsewhere if satisfactory arrange- 
ments could not be made. Two of the secre- 
taries of the United Christian Missionary So- 
ciety journeyed all the way from Indianapolis to 
San Antonio. With tact and determination they 
took up with the local people such matters as 
seating arrangements, conference EDO 5 NINE 
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rooms, use of hotel lobbies, and elevators. In 
the face of hard-and-fast tradition they con- 
quered point by point, until the convention was 
able to mark a degree of fellowship hitherto un- 
known in that area. 

When the Methodist Episcopal Church voted 
at Atlantic City in 1932 to hold future general 
conferences only in cities which would accept all 
delegates on a basis of equality, dire predictions 
were made that there could never be another 
meeting of the general conference. This action 
also had destroyed all hope of ultimate merger 
with the Southern Methodists, said the same 
prophets of gloom. Last spring the commission 
on entertainment reported that “four widely- 
separated cities” were issuing invitations on the 
basis of the Atlantic City mandate, backed by a 
signed contract and $25,000 bond. At the same 
time union of Methodist churches is nearer than 
at any time since the break a hundred years ago. 

These are significant happenings. One would 
like to think that they indicated a general trend. 
Progress in race relations, however, sometimes 
seems almost like the story of the frog jumping 
out of the well who slipped back a foot for 
every two feet he advanced. In the city of 
Washington where the churches have moved 
forward, the attitude of the hotels on the race 
question is such that the National Conference 
of Social Work has decided to move its 1936 
meeting to another city. In Texas, not far from 
San Antonio where the walls of prejudice gave 
way to the Disciples, a brutal double lynching 
has just occurred. 

In a few months the churches of America will 
begin a study of the Negro in America, spon- 
sored by the Missionary Education Movement. 
If that study is to amount to much, it should be 
prepared for and plans should be made to fol- 
low it up with definite action. Now is a strate- 
gic time for the churches to search out their 
own weak spots, and make a determined move 
forward in race relations. 


Putting First Things First 


Among recent distinguished visitors to these 
shores have been Speaker Hambro of the Nor- 
wegian Parliament and former Prime Minister 
Teleki of Hungary. Both of these men have 
stressed the moral collapse of the present time 
and the importance of an ideal which will grip 
the will of youth. Each of these men, widely ex- 
perienced in political life, has come to despair 
of merely political solutions for the national and 
international problems of the day—although 
they agree that on the political side the League 
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of Nations represents mankind’s best hope. Mr. 
Hambro has turned enthusiastically to the First 
Century Christian Fellowship as affording the 
real answer to human need. Count Teleki has 
turned with special ardor to the Boy Scout 
movement and the type of moral training 
which it provides. Other men of insight, while 
not identifying themselves with either of these 
movements, are in other ways testifying to their 
conviction that personal Christian character is 
@ basic consideration of all social advance. 

This stress on changing persons if we are to 
change the world is surely a wholesome sign. 

We see far and wide a tendency to trust in 
revised systems to cure our ills. We need to 
realize more vividly that even a perfect system 
will fail if it is operated by selfish and low- 
visioned men. Those who believe that the 
Church must disentangle itself from alliance 
with capitalism are in danger of forgetting that 
to tie it up with some other ism might prove 
equally fatal. Surely it would so prove if we 
thought that any economic or political system 
could of itself bring what can come only through 
the personal response of the heart to the grace 
of God. 


In a Christmas message to the American 
people, the Archbishop of York has well diag- 
nosed the illness of our modern world and the 
condition of true recovery: 


“Tn a quite peculiar degree the troubles of our 
day arise from a form of self-assertiveness. The 
bitter competition in the economic field sets 
class at variance with class, and to a great ex- 
tent also sets man at variance with man. The 
exaggerated nationalism that was evident before 
the war and now overshadows all the earth fills 
nations with suspicion and fear as they narrowly 
watch one another. Nationalism derives its 
enormous power from the fact that it appeals to 
human nature at once on its best side and on its 
worst. It calls for a noble self-surrender in the 
individual, and then encourages him to indulge 
his passions of pride and pugnacity against other 
countries. It is no wonder that over folk such 
as we are it exercises a power greater than the 
Gospel of Christ; for before we can whole-heart- 
edly follow Him, a great part of our heart must 
be completely changed. It is that change that 
Christ can accomplish in us. 

“Why is the Christmas promise still unful- 
filled? Chiefly because we have tried to secure 
it without ourselves fulfilling the condition. 
‘Peace on earth’ did not come first in the angels’ 
song; what came first was ‘Glory to God.’ If 
there is God at all, He must be the chief factor 


January, 1936 


in every situation. To leave Him out of account 
is therefore to handle it amiss. We cannot first 
have peace on earth and afterwards (if so dis- 
posed) give glory to God. We must first ac- 
knowledge Him, not with a perfunctory acquies- 
cence, but with deliberate and sincere submis- 
sion to Him of our thought, desires, ambitions, 
hopes, purposes and policies.” 


Bequests in Aid of Christian Unity 


During the year 1935 the Federal Council of 
the Churches of Christ in America was a bene- 
ficiary under the terms of five different wills. 
The bequests were relatively small, ranging from 
one hundred dollars to two thousand, but they 
have great significance as indicating that the 
Council is no longer regarded as an experiment 
but is accepted as a permanent movement en- 
titled to generous consideration by those who 
desire to have their support of Christian unity 
and church cooperation go on forever. 

In contrast with denominational organiza- 
tions, the Council is too youthful, being only 
twenty-seven years old, to have had the oppor- 
tunity to build up endowment. Until this year 
the permanent reserves in the hands of the 
Council totaled only $68,452. The five small 
bequests received during the past year are al- 
most as many as had been received during the 
previous life of the Council. 

In view of the fact that the experimental 
stage of the Federal Council’s life is over and 
that it is now deeply rooted in the life of Ameri- 
can Christianity, we believe that many far-see- 
ing Christians will remember the Council in their 
wills. This suggestion has an especially strong 
appeal to those who are eager to support Chris- 
tian work in a broad interdenominational way 
and who are convinced that the future strength 
and power of the churches require their rising 
above merely denominational interests and 
sharing in the united fellowship and service for 
which the Federal Council stands. Pastors have 
a special opportunity to help in this connection, 
since their counsel is sometimes asked by mem- 
bers of their congregations who, in making their 
wills, desire to help undergird the more impor- 
tant Christian causes. A word of commendation 
of the purpose, spirit and work of the Federal 
Council may be the seed which will in future 
years bear a rich harvest of greater Christian 
unity. 

The Federal Council was incorporated by a 
special Act of the Legislature of the State of 
New York in 1924, for the purpose of enabling it 
to receive bequests and to hold property. The 
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objects of the incorporated body, as described 
in the enabling document, are “to promote the 
spirit of fellowship, service and codperation 
among the Churches of Christ in America, to 
secure larger efficiency for their work, to en- 
deavor to prevent their duplication of effort and 
expenditure and to increase their influence by 
united action in every department of their opera- 
tions, at home and abroad.” 

The following form for an absolute bequest 
is recommended: 

“T give (devise) and bequeath to the Fed- 
eral Council of the Churches of Christ in 
America and its successors forever the sum of 

dollars (or otherwise describe the 
gift) for its general corporate purposes (or 
name a particular corporate purpose ).” 


A Postscript to a White House Conference 


Thoughtful churchmen will welcome the ac- 
tion of the President of the United States in dis- 
avowing the attack of misguided officials of the 
Navy Department upon the churches, whose 
program for world peace includes opposition to 
a policy of ever-enlarging naval preparedness. 
The Congressional Record of September 10 re- 
printed a memorandum which had been circu- 
lated by the Naval Intelligence Section of the 
Navy Department, falsely referring to the Fed- 
eral Council of Churches as giving ‘‘aid and com- 
fort to the Communist movement and party.” 
Letters from officials of the Federal Council to 
the Secretary of the Navy, requesting informa- 
tion as to whether it is a policy of the Navy 
Department to allow any of its bureaus to be 
used as an agency for purposes of libel of 
civilian organizations, brought only evasive re- 
plies. It was therefore necessary to take the 
matter to the White House. 

At a conference on November 20, President 
Roosevelt voiced his concern over what had hap- 
pened, displayed regret that any group in the 
Navy Department should have so far trans- 
gressed its proper function as to make criticisms 
of the Federal Council and of the churches, and 
expressed his own confidence in their work. He 
not only disavowed the statement made about 
the Federal Council by officials of the Navy De- 
partment but also said that he would send word 
to both the Army and Navy Departments that 
henceforth they are to make no comment about 
any civilian organization and its policies, wheth- 
er favorable or unfavorable, without his specific 
consent. 
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Frank Mason North-- 1850-1935 


N. J., on December 17, the Federal Council of 

Churches of Christ in America lost one of its 
most prophetic and far-seeing leaders. Dr. North played 
a pioneering réle in the founding of the Council and con- 
tinued to serve it in an active capacity up to the very 
week of his death. 

When the Conference on Interchurch Federation was 
held in Carnegie Hall, New York, in 1905, Dr. North 
was present as one of the most enthusiastic members. He 
was an official representative of the Methodist Episcopal 
Church at the initial meeting of the Council, at Phila- 
delphia in 1908, and had continued in that capacity ever 
since. From 1912 to 1916, he was Chairman of the Ex- 
ecutive Committee of the Council and from 1916 to 1920, 
he was the Council’s President. These years were es- 
pecially crucial ones for the whole movement of church 
federation, due to the acute problems created by the 
World War. 


Dr. North had been ill of pneumonia only a few days. 
On November 22, he had attended a meeting of the 
Federal Council’s Executive Committee in New York. 
One of his last acts before his fatal illness was to send a 
personal contribution to the Federal Council with an 
expression of his deep interest in the problems which the 
members of the staff of the Council were facing in con- 
nection with the financial support of its work. 

A devoted alumnus of Wesleyan University, Dr. 
North received its degree of A.B. in 1872, A.M. in 1875, 
D.D. in 1894, and LL.D. in 1918. Ordained to the 
ministry of the Methodist Episcopal Church in 1873, he 
served as pastor of churches in four villages of New York 
State: Florida, Amenia, Cold Spring-on-the-Hudson, and 
White Plains. His subsequent pastorates were in New 
York City and Middletown, Conn. 

In 1892, he became Corresponding Secretary of the 
New York City Church Extension and Missionary So- 
ciety of the Methodist Episcopal Church, a position 
which he held for twenty years, during which he became 
‘intensely interested in the bearing of new social and eco- 
nomic conditions on the city church. It was out of his 
experience with the tasks of evangelism and social wel- 
fare in the modern city that he came to a great concetn 
for a larger Christian unity and effective codperation 
among the churches. It was this interest which led him 
to devote himself untiringly to the creation and the de- 
velopment of the Federal Council, being convinced that 
it would be through the process of working together in 
common tasks that the most substantial progress would 
be made by the churches toward an effective unity. 

In 1912, Dr. North became Corresponding Secretary 
of the Board of Foreign Missions of the Methodist Epis- 
copal Church and his active service took on a world-wide 
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character. He travelled six times in Europe and once 
around the world in connection with his work for the 
Church. 

Along with a pronounced emphasis upon evangelism, 
both at home and abroad, Dr. North had a deep recog- 
nition of the social significance of the Christian Gospel 
and of the necessity for a social outreach on the part of 
the Church. In this field his influence was quiet but 
profound. At the first meeting of the Federal Council in 
Philadelphia in 1908, he presented the epoch-making re- 
port on “The Church and Industry,” in which the orig- 
inal statement of “Social Ideals” was put forward. This, 
with some modifications, became an official utterance of 
the Federal Council and an historic document of Amer- 
ican Protestantism. 

The spirit of Dr. North expressed itself most perfectly 
in the hymn which came from his pen in 1903: 


‘“‘Where cross the crowded ways of life, 
Where sound the cries of race and clan, 
Above the noise of selfish strife, 

We hear Thy voice, O Son of Man.” 


This hymn, which has now found its way into the hym- 
nals of practically all denominations, is often spoken of 
as the greatest hymn produced thus far in the twentieth 
century and is a vivid symbol both of Dr. North’s own 
spirit and of the Christian interests which were reflected 
in his life. 


Home Mission Leaders in Conference 


A National Conference on the Rural Church is the 
outstanding feature of the Annual Meeting of the Home 
Missions Council and the Council of Women for Home 
Missions, which is to be held in Calvary Baptist Church, 
Washington, D. C., January 13-17. The practical prob- 
lems confronting rural parishes and successful experi- 
ments in strengthening the country church in various as- 
pects of its service will form the center of the program. 
These plans will be considered against a background of 
recent changes in American rural life and their effect 
upon the churches. Among the speakers who will inter- 
pret present rural trends which affect the Church are 
O. E. Baker, of the Federal Bureau of Agricultural Eco- 
nomics, and Carl C. Taylor, of the Resettlement Admin- 
istration. Leaders of the home missions boards and pas- 
tors and workers in rural parishes will be in attendance 
and have an active part in the discussions. 

The supper meeting on the evening of January 14, 
preceding the Conference on the Rural Church, will deal 
with the relation of the Church to the American In- 
dians, the guest speaker being Miss V. Vine Deloria, of 
Pine Ridge, S. D., whose theme will be “Christian Educa- 
tion for Indian Church Leaders.” 
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Church Leaders Support American Neutrality 


nominations of the country, in a letter to Presi- 

dent Roosevelt on December 4, expressing their 
personal views, strongly supported the government’s 
efforts to keep the United States out of war by discour- 
aging trade in war materials with belligerent nations, and 
by strengthening the neutrality legislation recently 
adopted by Congress. The letter calls for the enactment 
of permanent neutrality legislation providing “for the 
placing of an embargo on munitions of war, loans, credits, 
and basic raw materials, other than food, to nations en- 
gaging in military conflict.” It was pointed out that 
neutrality was not to be regarded “as a substitute for 
international codperation by the United States with other 
nations for the establishment and maintenance of world 
justice and peace.” 

The letter to the President, with a full list of the signa- 
tories, follows: 

“We, the undersigned, assure you of our personal sup- 
port of your declared purpose to prevent the United 
States from becoming involved in the war in East Africa. 
It is our firm belief that the great majority of the people 
of our respective churches are in accord with your efforts 
to preserve the peace of the United States. 

“In expressing this judgment, we do not hold that it is 
enough for the United States to keep out of war. It is 
only enough that the United States shall codperate with 
other nations for the prevention of war. We do not, for 
this reason, regard neutrality as a substitute for inter- 
national cooperation by the United States with other na- 
tions for the establishment and maintenance of world jus- 
tice and peace. We strongly urge such cooperation. 

“With reference to the immediate crisis we register our 
approval of your policy of discouraging the export to the 
belligerent nations of all those materials which would 
tend to prolong war. If it is impossible under our ex- 
isting neutrality legislation to prohibit the export of such 
materials to the warring nations, we believe that Ameri- 
can citizens should, in the interest of peace and true 
patriotism, voluntarily relinquish their right to engage in 
such transactions. 

__ “We hope that, when the present neutrality law expires, 

legislation will be enacted providing for the placing of an 
embargo on munitions of war, loans, credits, and basic 
raw materials, other than food, to nations engaging in 
military conflict. 


4s official heads of twenty-five of the major de- 


Respectfully yours, 


James H. Franklin, President, 
Northern Baptist Convention. 
John R, Sampey, President, 
Southern Baptist Convention. 
L. K. Williams, President, 
National Baptist Convention. 
D. W. Kurtz, Moderator, 
General Conference, Church of the Brethren. 


H. R. Lobb, President, 

Churches of God in North America. 
Jay T. Stocking, Moderator, 

General Council of Congregational and Christian Churches. 
L. N. D. Wells, President, 

International Convention of Disciples of Christ. 
George W. Richards, President, 

General Synod of Evangelical and Reformed Church. 
J. S. Stamm, President, 

Board of Bishops, Evangelical Church. 
Walter C. Woodward, General Secretary, 

Five Years’ Meeting of Friends. 
Edwin Holt Hughes, Acting Senior Bishop, 

Methodist Episcopal Church. 
John M. Moore, Secretary, 

Board of Bishops, Methodist Episcopal Church, South. 
Elias Cottrell, Senior Bishop, 

Colored Methodist Episcopal Church. 
John Calvin Broomfield, President, 

General Conference of Methodist Protestant Church. 
A. Humphries, President, 

General Conference, Primitive Methodist Church. 
S.. H. Gapp, President, 

Northern Province, Moravian Church. 
J. Kenneth Pfohl, President, 

Southern Province, Moravian Church. 
Joseph A. Vance, Moderator, 

General Assembly, Presbyterian Church in U.S.A. 
Robert W. Peach, President, 

Reformed Episcopal Church. 
R. J. G. McKnight, Moderator, 

General Synod, Reformed Presbyterian Church. 
Nelson D. Inglis, President, 

General Conference, Seventh Day Baptist Church. 
Louis C. Cornish, President, 

American Unitarian Association. 
A. R. Clippinger, Bishop, 

General Conference, United Brethren Church. 
E. C. MeCowan, Moderator, 

General Assembly, United Presbyterian Church. 
W. H. Macpherson, President, 

Universalist General Convention. ’’ 


Woritp ALLIANCE APPEALS FOR PEACE 


The World Alliance for International Friendship, at 
its Armistice Day meeting in New York, strongly sup- 
ported the efforts of President Roosevelt to prevent the 
involvement of the United States in the Italo-Ethiopian 
dispute. The Message took into account the fact that 
economic justice, on a world scale, must first be achieved 
before there can be a lasting peace among the nations. 

The declaration of the World Alliance was in part as 
follows: 


‘<The United States is a member of the family of nations 
and must contribute its part to the common life. We have 
accepted many obligations of pact and treaty but we must go 
still further. 

“‘We commend the President of the United States for his 
prompt action in announcing our position in regard to the 
Italian-Ethiopian conflict. The President and Secretary Hull 
have given voice to what we believe is the common feeling of 
all our people. This is reflected in the neutrality law passed 
by the last Congress. We are determined as a nation to keep 
free from all war. We, therefore, urge Congress when it next 
meets to extend the scope of the neutrality legislation to cover 
all potential war materials. This marks a new departure in 
American foreign policy. For the first time the nations, 
through their leaders, seeking to adjust a dispute between two 
members of the League of Nations, know what to expect of. 
the United States. a 
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‘¢Neutrality and isolation are not necessarily synonymous 
terms, although there is a strong tendency to make them so. 
The United States cannot free itself from the obligations 
that world commerce and trade impose. True patriotism shows 
itself in the proper loyalty of good citizens toward their 
country, their neighbors and their governments, with a decent 
regard for the rights of others. When this legitimate senti- 
ment is perverted by economic greed, or distorted by intoler- 
ance, hysteria, and racial pride, it degenerates into extreme 
nationalism. 
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‘¢Convineed that the only method by which peace can be 
assured is through adequate world organization and that the 
League of Nations is the most helpful instrument to that end, 
the World Alliance recommends that the Government state 
publicly the terms upon which this nation would be willing to 
enter the League.’’ 


Other sections of the message deal with disarmament, 
economic justice, social justice, and military training in 
our educational institutions. 


Dr. Kagawa Addresses Seminar on Cooperatives 


ment” was the title of the opening address by 

Dr. Toyohiko Kagawa of Japan at the “Sight- 
seeing Seminar on Consumers’ Codperation,” held under 
the sponsorship of the Federal Council of Churches at 
Indianapolis, Ind., December 30 to January 1. The title 
of Dr. Kagawa’s address gave the keynote of the Sem- 
inar. The 350 delegates were widely representative of 
national denominations and state and local councils of 
churches. 

The Seminar was designed to give an opportunity to 
church leaders for first-hand study of the development of 
consumers’ codperation in America. The following list 
of speakers, in addition to Dr. Kagawa, indicates the 
comprehensive nature of the program: Murray Lincoln, 
Secretary of the Ohio Farm Bureau Codperative Asso- 
ciation, on “A State Program of Consumers’ Codpera- 
tion”; I. H. Hull, General Manager of the Indiana Farm 
Bureau Codperative Association and President of Na- 
tional Codperatives, Inc., on “The National Picture”; 
Howard A. Cowden, Secretary-Treasurer of National 
Cooperatives, Inc., on ‘“Codperation in European Coun- 
tries’; John W. Edelman, Research Secretary of the 
American Federation of Hosiery Workers, on “Organ- 
ized Labor and the Codperative Movement’’; J. L. Red- 
dix of Gary, Ind., on “The Negro and Consumers’ Codp- 
eration”; Adolph Krahl, Director of Public Relations of 
the Pure Milk Association, Chicago, on “The Relation 
of Producer and Consumer Codperation”; E. R. Bowen, 
General Secretary of the Codperative League of the U. S. 
A., who gave a general summary. 

An entire afternoon was devoted to a discussion of 
relations of churches to the codperative movement, chief- 
ly in the field of education and spiritual dynamic. Among 
the speakers were: Rev. Ellis Cowling on “A Rural Par- 
ish and Consumers’ Codperation”; Rev. J. R. Thomas, 
on “City Ministers and Consumers’ Codperation in 
Kansas City” and others, in a symposium with discussion 
and questions. 

A special feature of the Seminar was the sightseeing 
trips to the interesting codperative developments in In- 
diana, including a codperative wholesale; farm machinery 
and supplies; oil-blending plant; gas station; seed, feed 
and fertilizer factory; chicken hatchery; a lumber and 
coal yard; a flour mill; a strongly developed credit union 
and a demonstration in codperative education and recrea- 


RR sere Idealism and the Codperative Move- 


tion. On these trips delegates were able to inquire into 
the problems of actual management and those factors 
which make for success or failure. 

Dr. Arthur E. Holt of the Chicago Theological Sem- 
inary acted as chairman, while James Myers and Benson 
Y. Landis of the Federal Council’s staff served as secre- 
tary and treasurer, respectively, of the committee which 
arranged the Seminar. Dr. Clive McGuire of the In- 
diana Baptist Association and chairman of the Social 
Service Committee of the Indianapolis Church Federa- 
tion, acted as Chairman of the local committee on ar- 
rangements. A number of officials of the consumers’ 
cooperative movement attended; also members of the 
Farm Bureau, the Grange, the Farmers’ Union and trade 
union leaders. Government officials attended as unoffi- 
cial observers. The meetings were held at the First Bap- 
tist Church, whose pastor, Rev. Carleton W. Atwater, 
and officers placed its facilities at the disposal of the 
Seminar. A number of the leaders of the codperative 
movement occupied pulpits and spoke to young people’s 
meetings in the Indianapolis churches on Sunday, De- 
cember 29. 

It is expected that a report of the Seminar and a 
summary of addresses will be published soon as a special 
issue of Information Service, which may be ordered from 
the Federal Council at five cents per copy. 


New Program of Evangelism 


For the period from New Year’s Day to Pentecost, cov- 
ering the first five months of the year, a carefully outlined 
program of evangelism has been issued by the Federal 
Council of Churches, giving concrete suggestions for the 
best utilization of the special opportunities of this period. 
Among the suggestions which are made are those which 
have to do with a watch night service at the beginning 
of the New Year, the Universal Week of Prayer, the 
World Day of Prayer (February 28), the Lenten em- 
phasis, the observance of Holy Week, the recognition of 
Ascension Day and Pentecost. The program emphases 
which are put forward include the cultivation of daily 
prayer, personal work by individuals, the evangelistic 
emphasis, the building up of church attendance, and , 
evangelism through religious education. 

Single copies of the pamphlet can be had at three 
cents each, 100 copies for $1.50. 
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Race Relations Sunday, February 9 


tions Sunday is scheduled for February 9, 1936. 

The Federal Council’s Department of Race Re- 
lations has prepared materials to help local churches in 
their planning for the observance of the day. 

A special message has been written by Rev. Edwin 
McNeill Poteat, Jr., President of the Southern Commis- 
sion on Interracial Codperation. He urges Christian 
America to lay aside traditional fears that have kept the 
races apart. He proposes that members of different races 
sit down together and work out their common problems. 

“In certain respects it (the race problem) is more 
acute and puzzling than ever before,” says Dr. Poteat. 
“It is basically an economic and social problem and it 
must be solved by those who are ethically sensitive and 
socially enlightened. .... It is not hard to know the 
facts involved, but by a studied or habitual aloofness we 
refuse to sit down with each other and learn..... It 
should encourage us in the hope that, since violence has 
been so utterly discredited as a solvent of social ills, it 
can never be invoked in the effort to solve race difficulties. 
That way lies peril indeed.” 

In the literature are also contained valuable program 
suggestions for the various departments of the church. A 
special Opinion Test for young people is featured, along 


© le fourteenth annual observance of Race Rela- 


with suggestions for a panel discussion. Data for speak- 
ers give facts and figures on the present status of the 
American Negro, American Indians, Mexicans and Orien- 
tals in the United States. The material is made up in 
individual sections and may be ordered at small cost 
individually or in complete sets. (Complete sets, 6 cents 
each.) Authors of the material include Bishop Wilbur 
P. Thirkield, of the M. E. Church; Mrs. Josephine 
Humbles Kyles, of the A. M. E. Zion Church; Miss 
Beulah Clearwaters, Religious Education Director of 
Grace M. E. Church, Wilmington, Delaware; Miss Doro- 
thy May Fischer, Director of Young People’s Work of 
the Protestant Episcopal Church; Dr. Albert W. Palmer, 
President of Chicago Theological Seminary; and Miss 
Katherine Terrill of the Council for Social Action, Con- 
gregational-Christian Church. 

As in previous years, community organizations are 
joining with the churches in the promotion of various 
types of interracial projects preceding and following Race 
Relations Sunday. The demand for speakers, musicians 
and other program participants has already indicated a 
wide observance of the Day. Radio broadcasts both 
from local stations and national hook-ups will carry 
special music and services emphasizing interracial good- 
will in America and abroad. 


Archbishop Strengthens Ecumenical Outlook 


Archbishop of York, to this country is having 

a pronounced influence in strengthening the in- 
terest in a world-wide Christian unity. The fact that 
the Archbishop is the chairman of an informal codrdi- 
nating committee which relates the executives of five 
ecumenical movements cooperatively to one another 
places him in a position to exert an almost unique lead- 
ership not merely in behalf of a single organization but 
of the whole movement for making the Church more truly 
a united and ecumenical society. The five bodies to 
which the Archbishop is actively related are the World 
Conference on Faith and Order, the Universal Chris- 
tian Council for Life and Work, the International Mis- 
sionary Council, the World Alliance for International 
Friendship Through the Churches, and the World’s Stu- 
dent Christian Federation. 

On the initiative of Dr. Henry Smith Leiper, Execu- 
tive Secretary of the American Section of the Universal 
Christian Council for Life and Work and of the Federal 
Council’s Department of Relations with Churches 
Abroad, a conference of representatives of these five 
organizations was held with the Archbishop on December 
13, at Princeton, N. J. Dr. J. Ross Stevenson, President 
of Princeton Theological Seminary, was the host of the 


dhe present visit of the Most Rev. William Temple, 


occasion. Dr. and Mrs. Stevenson opened their home 
and graciously served luncheon for the group. The out- 
come was a strengthening of the sense of common purpose 
among the five sections of what is, in effect, one ecumen- 
ical movement. 

On Sunday evening, December 15, a service in the in- 
terest of Christian unity, sponsored by the five organiza- 
tions, was held in the Cathedral of St. John the Divine, 
in New York. Dr. John R. Mott spoke briefly of the im- 
portance of unity among the churches of the Far East; 
Dr. S. Parkes Cadman, upon the need for unity in West- 
ern Christendom. The chief address, delivered by Dr. 
Temple, was an interpretation of the need for and the 
possibility of achieving a vital Christian unity. 

On December 16, the Archbishop was the guest of 
honor at a luncheon given by the General Theological 
Seminary in New York. 


Child Labor Sunday 


Child Labor Day will be observed on January 26 by 
many churches. Full information with reference to the 
present status of child labor and the child labor amend- 
ment will be found in the Federal Council’s issue of 
Information Service for December 21 at five cents. 
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New Plan for National Peace Conference 


WENTY-EIGHT national organizations having 
as their primary or secondary aim the promo- 
tion of better international relations have re- 
cently instituted the National Peace Conference. For 
the first time in the history of the American peace move- 
ment a substantial unity of program is in prospect. Dur- 
ing the past three years the executives of the various 
peace groups, under the chairmanship of Walter W. Van 
Kirk, Secretary of the Federal Council’s Department of 
International Justice and Goodwill, have been laying the 
basis for the united endeavor. The National Peace Con- 
ference has now been formally launched. Dr. Van Kirk 
was urged to become director and to give full-time service 
to the new task—which would require his giving up his 
work in the Federal Council. This—as friends of the 
Council will be happy to learn—he was unwilling to do, 
believing that the churches are the greatest of all forces 
for peace and that his largest opportunity is to work 
directly through them. An arrangement has been made 
by which Dr. Van Kirk is released during 1936 for part- 
time service to the National Peace Conference while he 
continues to be the Executive Secretary of the Federal 
Council’s Department of International Justice and Good- 
will. 


Dr. Holt Honored 


During November and December Dr. Ivan Lee Holt, 
President of the Federal Council of Churches, was hon- 
ored by two universities. At a special convocation of 
Ohio Wesleyan University the honorary degree of Doctor 
of Letters was conferred upon him. The citation recog- 
nized his “scholarly attainments,” ‘“‘years of outstand- 
ing service in the Church and in education,” his place in 
the development of sacred music and his leadership in 
interdenominational affairs. ; 

On December 8, Dr. Holt was the recipient of the 
honorary degree of Doctor of Sacred Theology from 
Syracuse University. The citation, read by Chancellor 
Charles W. Flint, said in part: 


’ “*by scholarly research as student and professor of ancient 
languages with deep appreciation of the lore, literature and 
religion of the great races of the past, 

“‘by vital leadership as preacher and pastor moulding the 
thought and activities of great churches, in which, under your 


inspiring genius, the experience of personal salvation was fused’ 


with noteworthy social, civic, educational and philanthropic 
ministrations, 

‘“by signal service as a member of the higher councils shap- 
ing the destinies of one of America’s foremost denominations, 

‘“by friendly fellowship and fellow-working as a colleague 
with those of other creeds and races. 

“*you have qualified as an interdenominational and interna- 
tional ecclesiastical statesman, and have been so recognized in 
your election to the presidency of the Federal Council of the 
Churches of Christ in America.’? 


The Fondren Lectures at Southern Methodist Univer- 
sity, Dallas, Texas, were given by Dr. Holt during No- 
vember. His theme was ‘The Search for a New Strat- 


The National Peace Conference is not “another organ- 
ization,” but a central agency of those who are the re- 
sponsible executives of the existing organizations. It is 
not the aim of the Conference to diminish the activity 
of any of the bodies but to unite their voices, when they 
can be united, into a single expression of the best thought 
of the peace movement of the nation. Inasmuch as cer- 
tain groups belonging to the Conference are research 
bodies and other groups do not delegate to their repre- 
sentatives the power to determine policy, the actions of 
the Conference are regarded as recommendations to the 
several organizations. 

The Conference hopes to initiate a nation-wide radio 
program of peace education. It is hoped in this way to 
challenge the demagogic appeals to national isolationism 
which are frequently heard on the air and which in the 
past have seriously hindered the progress of the American 
peace movement. 

The Conference plans to build up a list of persons emi- 
nent in international law and international relations to 
whom it may from time to time turn for counsel on 
questions pertaining to American foreign policy. In- 
quiries regarding the Conference should be sent to the 
National Peace Conference, 8 W. 40th St., New York. 


egy in Protestantism.” While in Dallas, Dr. Holt met 
with the group which is interested in the development of a 
council of churches for that city. The movement for 
codperation among the Dallas churches is reported to 
have received a pronounced stimulus from Dr. Holt’s 
visit. 


Materials on Worship 

The records of the Fall meeting of the Federal Coun- 
cil’s Committee on Worship, held on November 12, in- 
clude important materials of value to those who are re- 
sponsible for the conduct of public worship. One of the 
appendices is a document entitled “Seven Principles of 
Public Worship,” prepared by a committee of which 
Rev. S. Arthur Deven was chairman, setting up standards 
by which to judge the effectiveness of worship. Another 
appendix is an address by Professor Dorr F. Diefendorf, 
of Drew Theological Seminary, on “Worship and Crea- 
tive Living,” interpreting the relation between the mysti- 
cal spirit and ethical passion. 

The minutes of the meeting include a summary of an 
address by Professor H. Augustine Smith, of Boston Uni- 
versity, on “I Hear American Churches Singing,” and a 
discussion of the proposed Church Calendar Year, as put 
forth by a committee of which Professor Fred Winslow 
Adams is chairman. 

Copies of the records of the meeting, in mimeographed 
form, may be had for 10 cents each, including postage. 
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Week of Prayer 

The Federal Council’s Department of Evangelism 
reports that the demand for the programs for the Univer- 
sal Week of Prayer—the first full week of the year— 
shows a pronounced increase over other years. The first 
edition of 25,000 copies was exhausted in early Decem- 
ber. A second edition of 7,500 was sold before Christ- 
mas and a third printing of 10,000 copies proved neces- 
sary. 

The demand for the Week of Prayer program may 
probably be interpreted as an indication of a deepening 
spiritual interest in the churches. Another factor which 
accounts for the enlarged observance of the week is that 
the program of this year, as prepared by Dr. George 
Stewart, minister of the First Presbyterian Church of 
Stamford, Conn., has exceptional qualities of freshness, 
insight and inspiration. Instead of merely suggesting 
topics and a skeleton outline for prayer and meditation, 
as in previous years, a series of complete orders of wor- 
ship was brought out. Concerning the value of these 
orders of worship, Bishop Wilbur P. Thirkield, Chairman 
of the Federal Council’s Committee on Worship, said: 
“They appear to me to be pertinent, deeply spiritual and 
effective and calculated to bring people into the mood of 
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prayer and to awaken earnest cryings-out to God for 
help in such a time as this. The prayers are singularly 
direct, simple and spiritual. The litanies are searching, 
and the spaces for ‘holy silence’ open the way for God to 
speak directly to the heart and conscience of the wor- 
shipers.” 


at 


The Church and Civil Liberties 


Under the leadership of the Unitarian Laymen’s 
League, the Unitarian ministers of the country are to be 
asked to preach on January 26 upon the Christian re- 
sponsibility for maintaining civil liberties against en- 
croachments by various efforts to prevent free discus- 
sion. Among the present trends which are pointed out as 
putting the historic principle of liberty in danger in Am- 
erica are the so-called teachers’ oath, which is now re- 
quired by. law in various states, and the proposed Mili- 
tary Disaffection Bill. 

-It is proposed that, following the sermons on the gen- 
eral principles involved, there should be discussions by 
laymen’s groups in local churches. The plan originated 
in the State of New Hampshire, where it has attracted 
very great attention. 


NEWS OF STATE AND LOCAL COOPERATION 


Councils of Churches 


Sponsoring Kagawa Meetings 


From the time that Dr. Toyohiko 
Kagawa arrived in San Francisco on De- 
cember 18 until his sailing back to Japan 
six months later, the councils of churches 
in the various cities to which he goes will 
have a major part in sponsoring his meet- 
ings and in bringing together Christians 
of all denominations to hear his messages 
and to come into personal contact with 
this dynamic spirit from the Orient. 
Among the councils of churches which are 
making a special feature of Dr. Kagawa’s 
coming are Oakland, Kansas City, St. Louis, 
Chicago, Cleveland, Cincinnati, Detroit, 
Washington, Baltimore, Philadelphia, 
Scranton, Boston, Brooklyn, and New 
York. The councils of churches in Illinois 
and in New York are responsible for Dr. 
Kagawa’s itineraries covering the more im- 
portant centers in those states. 

The fact that the executives of councils 
of churches have been asked in the leading 
cities to accept the responsibility of making 
the arrangements for Dr. Kagawa’s visits 
is an impressive illustration of the fact 
that when plans are contemplated which 
are of common interest to all the Protestant 
bodies it is the council of churches which 
is found to be the one organization best 
able to meet the need. 


New York State Tackles 
Comity Problem 


In September Dr. Wilbur T. Clemens, 
Secretary of the New York State Council 


of Churches and Religious Education, se- 
cured from the Home Missions Council a 
list of all the towns and villages in New 
York State to which home mission grants 
are now made. This list contained the 
names of seventy towns in New York 
State where missionary money was appar- 
ently being used competitively. At a 
meeting of the Comity Committee on 
November 15, which all denominational 
executives handling home mission money 
were invited to attend, there was an actual 
consideration of thirty-nine towns where 
there was need for action, and plans were 
made for dealing with the concrete cases 
through special committees. Another 
meeting of the group will be called in 
January for the purpose of checking up 
on progress. It is the declared aim of the 
Comity Committee to eliminate duplica- 
tion in the use of home mission money by 
April 1, 1936. 


A “Larger Parish Committee” was ap- 
pointed at the last meeting of the Fulton 
County Council of Churches, which, with 
the codperation of Rev. Mark Rich of 
Cornell University, is working out a plan 
to provide for an area of 120 square 
miles in Fulton County now unchurched. 
There are six closed churches in this area 
and hundreds of families and many hun- 
dreds of children with no religious facili- 
ties. A pastor is to be secured who will 
jointly serve the six churches, Baptist, 
Methodist, and Reformed. A _ full-time 
worker in religious education will also be 
provided by the churches of Gloversville 
and Johnstown. 


Cincinnati Holds 
City-Wide Forum 


For Cincinnati, Ohio, an outstanding re- 
ligious event of the year will be a forum 
under the auspices of the Federation of 
Churches. Five prominent men have been 
secured as speakers, among them Dr. 
Henry Sloane Coffin of New York and 
Dr. Kagawa of Japan. Season tickets 
have been priced at $1.00. Meetings will 
be held during January, February, and 
March in the Seventh Presbyterian Church 
and in Taft Auditorium. The general 
topic of the series will be “Re-Thinking 
Our Christian Enterprises.” 

Dr. Ivan Lee Holt, President of the 
Federal Council of Churches, will be the 
speaker at the Council of the Federation 
of Churches on January 13. 


Cleveland’s New Plan 
For Christian Fellowship 


For the cultivation of a wider Christian 
fellowship, the Cleveland Church Federa- 
tion made arrangements for the men of the 
churches of all denominations to meet in- 
formally at noon on three Tuesdays in 
December, with “nothing to join, no dues 
to pay, no speeches to be made, just in- 
formal fellowship around the luncheon 
table.” 

The Federation maintains a “lending 
library” without cost to the churches, cov- 
ering books in the field of religious educa- 
tion, plays and pageants suitable for 
churches, Bible schools and youth groups, 
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and a library of good anthems available 
for choir use. 

The Cleveland Federation has success- 
fully developed the plan of having the 
annual meeting, scheduled this year for 
January 11, attended by a large number 
of representatives from the churches. This 
has developed a coGperative consciousness 
which has resulted in placing the Federa- 
tion work upon a sound foundation. Dr. 
Tullis, the Executive Secretary, now has 
the help of an associate secretary, Rev. 
Franklin D. Burchardt, and a director of 
religious education, Rev. Logan A. Pruitt. 


Washington, D. C., Holds 


Missionary Institute 


The annual Missionary Institute under 
the auspices of the Woman’s Council was 
the most successful in the decade of its 
history, with 800 registrations. Speakers 
included Miss Margaret Slattery, Mrs. E. 
Stanley Jones, and Mrs. E. H. Silver- 
thorn. Mrs. W. L. Darby is Chairman of 
the Missionary Committee. 

A Teacher Training School will be held 
for six nights in February, the Sunday 
School Association coGperating with the 
Church Federation’s Committee on Reli- 
gious Education in setting up the program. 

At a special Christmas service held under 
the auspices of the Federation with Dr. 
Russell J. Clinchy as preacher, President 
Roosevelt was in attendance. 

A luncheon is to be given in honor of 
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Dr. Ivan Lee Holt, President of the Fed- 
eral Council, on January 8. 


Oakland Has Federation 
Of Christian Youth 


The Oakland (Calif.) Council of 
Churches has secured as its new executive 
secretary Rev. Lawton D. Harris, formerly 
director of religious education for the 
Congregational churches of Oakland. A 
financial campaign in October has put the 
Council upon a better basis than it has 
had for a number of years. 

An East Bay Federation of Christian 
Youth has been formed, representative of 
all major groups. A Northern California 
Christian Youth Conference is to be held 
in February or March. The Drama Tour- 
nament has been very successful, with six 
unusually fine plays which will be broad- 
cast and will also be used in several of the 
churches. The young people will carol 
from a large launch on beautiful Lake 
Merritt in the heart of the city, on five 
evenings previous to Christmas. 

The Social Service Committee of the 
Oakland Council‘is bringing ministers and 
laymen together for discussion twice a 
month in a breakfast club, with an 
attendance ranging from 60 to 150. Dr. 
Kagawa will be the speaker for the De- 
cember meeting. 


Massachusetts on 


Solid Basis Again 


At the annual meeting of the Massa- 
chusetts Council of Churches held at Fitch- 
burg, December 3 and 4, the treasurer 
reported a balance of $1,029.60. For this 
and other substantial reasons a new spirit 
of hopefulness prevailed. 
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Dr. Frank Jennings came to the secre- 
taryship of the Council and of the Greater 
Boston Federation of Churches on October 
first. Bishop Charles Wesley Burns was 
reélected president of the Council. 

The sudden death of Dr. Kenyon L. 
Butterfield a week before the meeting was 
a stunning blow to those who hoped for 
so much from him in rural work leadership. 


Baltimore Studies the Measure 
Of Actual Codperation 


Each delegate to the Baltimore Federa- 
tion of Churches, the annual meeting of 
which is to be held on January 24, has 
received a four-page leaflet, “What It 
Means to Be a Delegate to the Baltimore 
Federation of Churches.” In brief, clear 
statements it magnifies the office of the 
delegate, and is designed to secure a worthy 
attendance. Copies of this can be secured 
by writing to Rev. Ross W. Sanderson, 
Executive Secretary, 508 Morris Building, 
Baltimore, Md. 

On November 25, 1935, churches which 
had elected delegates to the Baltimore 
Federation of Churches numbered 131; to 
the Baltimore Council of Religious Educa- 
tion, 123. A steadily increasing number 
of churches are printing, “This church is a 
member of the Baltimore Federation of 
Churches” in their bulletins. In the 1935 
financial campaign 80 churches were organ- 
ized as campaign units, while contributions 
were received from the church or Sunday- 
school budgets (or both) of 87 congrega- 
tions. To the Commission on Interna- 
tional Goodwill 81 churches have elected 
corresponding members, and to the Balti- 
more Youth Council an initial 53 churches 
have named delegates. Through official 
membership and financial support 191 dif- 
ferent churches out of a total of 341 in 25 
denominations in Greater Baltimore codp- 
erate in one or more of the seven ways 
listed. Of the other 150 churches some 
are frankly non-cooperative in their rela- 
tions to other congregations and denom- 
inations. 

In all, 288 churches are somehow repre- 
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sented in one or more of the 17 phases of 
coOperation, one of them cooperating in 
all of the items and another in 16. Add 
30 churches not ordinarily listed, because 
too remote from the center of the city, and 
a total of 318 churches have given recent 
evidence of the cooperative spirit. 

The Women’s Interdenominational Mis- 
sionary Union is henceforth to be listed on 
the Federation’s letterhead as a codperat- 
ing organization, thus making explicit a 
relationship long recognized as actual. The 
Missionary Institute in October was again 
a great success. 


Buffalo Launches 
“Spiritual Life Mission”’ 


The churches of Buffalo, uniting under 
the leadership of the Council of Churches, 
launched a “Spiritual Life Mission” for a 
full week in December. The President of 
the Council, the Right Rev. Cameron J. 
Davis, sent out a call to the church people 
of Buffalo, which said: 

“In a world of moral uncertainty and 
discouragement the Council of Churches 
invites you to a special effort to awaken 
and strengthen the life of God in the soul 
of man. As a nation we face a condition 
brought about largely by our fictitious 
prosperity of a few years ago and by the 
real economic collapse of the past five 
years. The aftermath of these experiences 
is vastly more dangerous to our social and 
individual life than the privations of the 
depression itself. ... Everyone of us is 
affected, consciously or unconsciously, in 
greater or less degree, by the prevailing 
atmosphere. In every one of us it has 
tended to sap our courage and hope, to 
blur our vision, to paralyze our spiritual 


effort. The cure lies not in legislation, 
therefore, but in a rebuilding of individual 
character.... 

“Our Call, therefore, is to the deepening 
of spiritual life in and through the Church. 
Our first step is the Spiritual Life Mission. 
Our invitation is to every church member 
to devote five evenings in the week of 
December eighth to worship in his church 
and to the revitalization of his soul.” 


Pennsylvania's Twenty-fifth 
Anniversary 


In 1936 the Pennsylvania Council of 
Churches will celebrate its silver anniver- 
sary. It has the cooperation of more de- 
nominations than any other state council 
of churches. ‘“Twenty-five Years of Comity 
in Pennsylvania, 1911-1936,” is the title of 
a six-page leaflet which contains a record of 
accomplishments that will bring cheer to 
those who have faith that Protestants can 
place community good above denomina- 
tional ambition. Eighty-five concrete 
cases of comity adjustment are reported, 
with a request that omissions be reported 
to the secretary. The spirit that has ani- 
mated the Comity Committee is revealed 
in a paragraph which says that in most of 
the counties in Pennsylvania the spirit of 
cooperation has been so strongly developed 
that it is not often that a new church is 
established without full conference with 
the churches and denominations repre- 
sented in the community. 


Portland Active 
On Many Fronts 

The third annual presentation of Han- 
del’s oratorio, “The Messiah,’ was given 
on December 29 by a chorus of church 
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choirs, arranged by the music committee 
of the Portland (Ore.) Council of Churches, 
assisted by the Portland Symphony Or- 
chestra, directed by Dr. William van 
Hoogstraten. A vested chorus of 500 
voices with the outstanding soloists of 
Portland choirs participated. 

The Council of Churches furnished execu- 
tive leadership for a city-wide observance 
of the Four Hundredth Anniversary of the 
Printed English Bible, culminating in a 
mass meeting in the Municipal Auditorium 
with a service of unusual beauty and sig- 
nificance. The united observance resulted 
in placing the subject of the Bible upon 
the front pages of the newspapers. 

The Council of Churches joined with the 
Ministerial Association in a recent protest 
to the State University against the holding 
of an intercollegiate football game in San 
Francisco on a Sunday afternoon. ‘The 
protest received much newspaper treat- 
ment and resulted in a formal declaration 
by the Board of Higher Education that 
such a procedure would not be permitted 
again. Stimulated by declarations of well- 
advised persons that organized gambling 
interests were active in the politics of the 
State of Oregon, the Civic Affairs Com- 
mittee of the Portland Council joined with 
other groups in initiating a constitutional 
amendment which would forbid the pass- 
ing of laws for the legalization of 
gambling. 

The Portland Council shared with a 
group of peace societies of Portland in a 
public meeting to hear Sherwood Eddy 
discuss the implications of American neu- 
trality. The great Municipal Auditorium 
was packed to capacity, with hundreds 
turned away and many more listening to 
the radio broadcast of the address. 


AMONG THE BEST NEW BOOKS 


Our Heritage in Public Worship 


By D. H. Histor 


Charles Scribner’s Sons. $4.50 


The widening interest in the theory and 
practice of worship is evidenced not only 
by notable books by Americans but also 
by publications in Europe. As Friedrich 
Heiler says, “a liturgical springtime has 
come upon us.” One of the recent sig- 
nificant books is this volume, constituting 
the Kerr Lectures in Trinity College, Glas- 
gow, in 1933. It is one of the most thor- 
oughgoing, broadly sympathetic, critical 
and awakening books on worship, and is 
significant as coming out of Scotland. The 


LECTURES ON SOVIET RUSSIA 


By Educator, Social Welfare Worker, Traveler. 
FIVE YEARS’ unbroken residence in Mos- 
classes,—highest officials, 


FIVE visits to Russia. 
cow. Wide travel, contact all 
peasants, teachers, preachers. 


ligion.” ‘Communizing the Youth.’’ “From Lenin to Stalin.” “Col- 


lectivizing the Farmers.” 
ing Under Dictatorship.” 


For information write: A. J. MILLER clo Macfarland and Heaton, 
287 Fourth Avenue, New York City. 


“Christ or Caesar.” 


“Starvation in Land of Plenty.” ‘‘Work- 


author’s point of view is that of “one to 
whom the Catholic tradition is precious 
and the Catholic outlook fundamental.” 
He bravely claims for the Scottish Church 
“a heritage in the worship of the Eastern 
and Roman Churches, as in that of the 
Churches of the Reformation—a heritage 
wide as Christendom, and colored by the 
devotion of almost every communion.” 
The author holds that the objective 
aspect of worship may be emphasized 
through “a visible object like the cross, 
the crucifix, or the sacred elements of the 
Blessed Sacrament, or maybe through the 
words of Holy Scripture or the music of 
psalm or hymn.’ External symbols in 
worship, however, are not an end in them- 
selves but are “the ladder by which the 


Neatly Boxed :: Satisfaction Guaranteed 
The J.R.S. Co., Dept. F., 800 Stewart Ave., Columbus, O. 


soul makes its ascent to God.” In true 
worship there will be a blending of the 
mystical worship of the Roman and the 
prophetic worship of the Protestant. Gen- 
uine worship will lead to service and sac- 
rifice. The worship of our modern Church 
is “far too tame and decorous.” The 
author would have more of the exultant 
praise of the Early Church, in which the 
worship often was “tingling with emotion 
and glowing with spiritual color.” He be- 
lieves that by following the Christian Year 
added emphasis may be given to the ob- 
jective character of worship. ‘This is in 
harmony with the plan of the Federal 
Council’s Committee on Worship in the 
preparation of a Church Calendar Year 
for the non-liturgical churches. W. P. T. 


LETTERHEADS AND ENVELOPES 
Scuesy vevolation Hammermill 20 Lb. Bond—Printed to Order and Postpaid 
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January Publications 


THE GREAT EVANGEL 


By Lynn Harold Hough 


At one place or another in this book Dr. 
Hough places his finger upon many of the 
acute problems of the ministry in the 
world of today. His analysis of these prob- 
lems and approaches to their solutions are 
made through compelling and keenly ap- 
propriate illustrations. Through these five 
chapters Dr. Hough brings into focus the 
major functions of the ministry. J, The 
Approaches to the City of God. II, The 
Evangel Which Convinces the Mind. III, 
The Evangel Which Masters the Consci- 
ence. IV, The Evangel Which Wins the 
Heart. V, The Evangel Which Speaks to 
the Whole Life. Each chapter is fresh in 
perspective, brilliant in analysis, forceful 
in statement, and from beginning to end 
stimulating. Nothing vital to the work of 
the evangel in these pressing days seems to 
have escaped the author’s treatment. $1.50 


RELIGION and the CHURCH 
TOMORROW 


By Abrams, Babson, Bader, Beaven, Cav- 
ert, Hough, Leach, McConnell, Shack- 
ford, Stolz, and Wyand (Editor). 


With increasing frequency the question 
is asked, “Do we still need religion?”— 
and this question, “Will we need religion 
tomorrow?” The writers of this book, 
leaders in their respective fields, seek to 
envision for Christendom what must be 
done today to leave a much richer Chris- 
tian heritage to the immediate oncoming 
generation. Space permits the listing of 
only a few of the subjects discussed: The 
Need of Religion, by Braven; Its Social 
Content, by McConneEtLz; Its Pacific Goal, 
by Asrams; Its Contribution to Mental 
Health, by Stouz; Its Organic and Spirit- 
ual Unity, by Cavert; Those in the Pulpit, 
by Houcu; Those in the Pew, by Basson. 
Other chapters, equally pertinent, picture 
what the Church must offer in the way of 
leadership and direction to a world that 
questions, with or without reason, the very 
need of religion. 


GOD THE CHRISTLIKE 


By James Robertson Cameron 


eee eee 


It is Cokesbury’s pleasure to introduce 
to American readers one of the. really 
notable works in contemporary theology 
published on either side of the Atlantic in 
several seasons. The author is an out- 
standing, brilliant Scottish Presbyterian 
preacher. The British Weekly comments: 
“A book of deep and sensitive insight, it 
is one piece throughout . . . helping us to 
see in some better way how God in 
Christ and Christ in God perfect both and 
make both One Lover and Savior of men. 
Here the spirit and language of the Bible 
glide into the spirit and language of the 
volume with a fitness of things born of 
the same devotion.” This fresh, vital the- 
ological treatise draws an impressive figure 
of Jesus. It shows how He knew and 
lived God. $2 


Send for Complete New Catalog ... 


COKESBURY PRESS 


NASHVILLE 
At Your Own Bookstore 
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The Basic Beliefs of Jesus 


By Paut B. Kern 


Cokesbury Press, Nashville, Tenn. $2.00 


Bishop Kern’s lucid writing delineates 
Jesus not chiefly as a philosopher, nor a 
mere moralist, nor even a religionist; His 
contribution was a life and “in the simple, 
easily discernible lines’ of His life “we 
may discover the last word of reality for 
which our generation seeks.” He will de- 
liver us “from the temporary and the ex- 
pedient” and thrust us “into the central 
stream of abiding, ageless realities.” He is 
“the best portraiture of God which up to 
this time has been revealed to our human 
intelligence.” 

“The universe exists for personal ends,” 
and “the most valuable thing in the world 
is human personality.” Therefore Jesus 
risked His success “upon the power of His 
personal influence on men,” and He trusted 
“the acceptance of His truth to the 
response of the human spirit rather than 
to the authority and compulsion of tradi- 
tion and dogma.” 

As characteristic perils of today Bishop 
Kern analyzes “the pressure of authorita- 
rianism,” “our undiscriminating enthusiasm 
for freedom,” and a type of emphasis upon 
the “social gospel” which “has led to the 
disparagement of the individual.” 

Liberalism is held to have brought us 
much which is of “questionable validity.” 
We have above all become man-centered 
rather than God-centered. “The human- 
istic conception of Jesus robs Him of power 
over men.” Bishop Kern interprets the 
“identity of purpose and will which we 
find in God and Christ.’’ “The final veri- 
fication of the absoluteness of Christ” is in 
“life and experience” and is wrought out 
in the whole area of living, including all 
our forms of social, economic, and interna- 
tional organization. 

The volume is wholesomely, 
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whose radio sermons have 
been an inspiration to 
thousands 


because 


has written this new book 


ADVENTURE 
for HAPPINESS 


which reveals to us, in these 
troubled times, the many 
lasting sources of happiness 
from which we may benefit 
in our daily lives. 


Macmillan - - New York 


Publishers of the Oambridge Bibles 


January, 1936 


optimistically, realistic, simple in its treat- 
ment of profound issues and courageously 
prophetic in tone, because of its constant 
and prevailing note of faith in both God 
and man. Cc. S. M. 


Unity in Foreign Missions 


COGPERATION AND THE WortD MiAssioNn. 
By Joun R. Morr. International Mis- 
sionary Council, 156 Fifth Avenue, New 
York, $1.00. 


CONSPECTUS OF COGPERATIVE MISSIONARY 
ENTERPRISES. By CHArtes H. Fans and 
Herren Davis. International Missionary 
Council, 156 Fifth Avenue, New York. 
$1.25. 


No one is in quite the same position as 
Dr. Mott to interpret the significance of 
the coGperation that has already been 
achieved within the Christian movements 
of Asia, Africa, and Latin America or to 
forecast the path of future progress. His 
amazingly wide travels and his central 
place in missionary councils and confer- 
ences give him the background to speak 
with the authority that comes from thor- 
ough knowledge and penetrating insight. 
Dr. Mott sees clearly that the present crisis 
of civilization, when anti-religious forces 
are sharply challenging the Christian 
understanding of life, brings the Christian 
forces to a parting of the ways when their 
advance will depend upon a true unity of 
faith, fellowship, and action. Co6dperation 
is discerned, not merely as a matter of 
machinery or even of efficient organization, 
but as “a spiritual process and achieve- 
ment,”’ an expression of inner vitality. The 
secret of success in cooperation is found, 
in the last analysis, in the unselfishness of 
spirit that springs from deep fellowship 
with Christ. Where cooperation fails, it is, 
in the last analysis, due to lack of vision 
of God’s great purposes and inadequate 
faith in Him. 

While the book deals specifically with 
cooperation in the foreign missionary 
movement, it is of almost equal value for 
other phases of Christian life and work. 


Mary Pickfora’s 


Companion Book to 


WHY NOT TRY GOD? 


My Rendezvous 
With Life 


Miss Pickford records how right 
thinking brought harmony, spiritual 
and mental health. A message even 
more stirring than her famous “Why 
Not Try God?” $1.00 postpaid. 


Both Volumes, $2.00 postpaid. 
ACME BOOK SERVICE 


ROOM 524 
287 Fourth Avenue New York City 
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One earnestly wishes that it might be read 
and pondered by every leader in every 
denomination. 

The “Conspectus” is a comprehensive, 
though fairly brief, survey of the coopera- 
tive missionary projects and organizations 
now in existence. It is, in effect, an 
“exhibit,” and a heartening one, of the 
spirit described in Dr. Mott’s prophetic 
volume, so far as that spirit has been 
translated into living forms. 

Sai: 


This I Can Believe 


By At¥repD Grant WALTON 


Harper & Brothers. $1.50 


This is a first-rate volume to put in the 
hands of laymen or young people who are 
having intellectual difficulties over religion, 
and can be helped only by some guide 
who will start from the ground where they 
themselves stand. It presents the great 
essentials of Christianity in a language that 
can be clearly grasped and in forms of 
thought congenial to the practical lay 
mind. The early chapters deal with the 
nature of the Bible, treating it in the light 
of modern scholarship and finding it of 
unique and abiding value. Other chapters 
take up the grounds for faith in a personal 
God, the significance of Jesus, prayer, im- 
mortality, and questions, like the Resurrec- 


“Exactly what our churches 


tion, the Trinity, and the miracles of the 
Bible, which have been the source of per- 
plexity to many. 


New Poetic Voices 


Hoty Frame. By Georcia Harkness. 
Bruce, Humphries, Inc., Boston, Mass. 
$1.25. 

Tue Lirrte Gate. By BertHa GEeRNEAUX 
Woops. Driftwind Press, North Mont- 
pelier, Vt., $1.00. 


These two little books of verse—in each 
case, we believe, the first to come from the 
author’s pen—are alike in their religious 
atmosphere and their sense of the sig- 
nificance of common things. 

Miss Harkness’ poetry reveals philosophic 
interest and intellectual content—qualities 
to be expected from one who has produced 
volumes of as mature scholarship as “Con- 
flicts in Religious Thought” and “John 
Calvin.” The poem which gives the title 
to the volume, based on Isaiah’s vision in 
the Temple, combines beauty and: dignity 
of form with important truth. 

Many of Mrs. Woods’ poems are marked 
by social imagination of a high order. 
“The Unemployed,” for example, translates 
Jesus’ parable of the Last Judgment into 
poignant contemporary terms. 

Both Miss Harkness and Mrs. Woods 
possess the sensitive feeling of the true 
poet. The thought and feeling of both are 


have been waiting for”... 
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suffused with characteristically Christian 
graces and insights. Lovers of poetry will 
listen eagerly to these two new voices. 

S. M. C. 


Adventure for Happiness 
By S. ParKes CaDMAN 


Macmillan Co. $1.90 


One who has had the privilege of more 
than casual acquaintance with Dr. Cadman 
cannot read this book without feeling that 
it is almost autobiographical in character. 
The author writes of the sources of hap- 
piness in general, and in what appears as 
an impersonal way, but really he is re- 
cording the sources of Dr. Cadman’s hap- 
piness. Health, family, friendship, books, 
music, beauty, useful work, an alert imag- 
ination, social service, religion—in these 
simple things Dr. Cadman pictures happi- 
ness as residing, and when he speaks of 
them you feel that he is not a lecturer 
on a platform but a friend who is disclos- 
ing his own experience. 

The book—like the man—is a tonic for 
pessimism and all forms of disillusionment. 
In the face of the current temptations to 
cynicism, Dr. Cadman calls out the spirit 
of appreciation of life and faith in its 
possibilities. 

It would be difficult to suggest-a more 
delightful gift for a friend. 5S. M,C. 


THE PROVIDENT THRIFT POLICY 
What It Does 


$10,000—If You Live, it pays you $10,000 at age 65. This 
plan establishes a capital systematically accumulated 
during your productive years to take care of you in 


CHURCHES IN 
SOCIAL ACTION 


WHY and HOW 
A New Booklet 


your old age. 

$10,000—If You Die before age 65, your wife or children 
or heirs will receive $10,000 cash, plus any accumula- 
tions. 

$20,000—If Death Results by Accident, under the terms 
of the policy. 

$50—I£ You Become Totally Disabled before age 55 for 
a period of six months, you, yourself, will receive $50 
per month after that period and will be relieved of 
all premium payments, while such disability lasts. 


Moreover, ou will receive the regular annual 

By JAMES MYERS ep ake : 
In addition to these benefits your policy will be paid 
@ in full at your death; or, if you are living at age 65, 


the $10,000 cash will be paid you as described above, 
and the disability income will continue so long as 
you remain totally disabled. 


A religious approach to social issues; 


Now, while you are insurable and can spare the money, let us tell 

you how small a yearly premium deposit will give you the content- 

ment of this Thrift Policy. It will pay to investigate NOW. 
TODAY you are insurable-TOMORROW you may not be. 


also specific program suggestions and 
methods for churches in peace, in- 


terracial, labor, and economic rela- 


tions. To PROVIDENT MUTUAL 
Life Insurance Company of Philadelphia: 


You may send full information and premium rate for a 
{alee Ro Thrift Policy. I understand this places me under no 


40 pages. 10c acopy. $7.00 for 100 
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105 East 22nd Street New York, N. Y. 
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RE YOU INTERESTED in developing an intelligent THE FATHERLY RULE OF 


nis Are : : GOD 
spirit of worship in your boys and girlsP This new : ae 
® music book, edited by Edith Lovell Thomas, is inval- A, Shady of Segety, State a ae 
uable for that purpose: By ALFRED E. GARVIE 


@ “Written with an eye to the 1937 Edinburgh Con- © 


ference of the Universal Christian Council of Life 
WITH BOYS and Work. ... All through these pages the author 
AND GIRLS is in touch with the facts and tendencies of to-day. 


Obviously such a work deserves and rewards close 
study, not only by Christian leaders but by statesmen 


ine 


© The beauty and appeal of the music and its fitness to Junior voices have and moulders of public opinion.”—British Weekly. 
psalm and modern tune—each in its place and time gives opportunity to sing 
with the spirit and the understanding. A PORTRAIT OF PETER 


Per copy, net, $1.00 postpaid, By J. ALEXANDER FINDLAY 


@ “There is a tone, a flavor, a gentleness about this 
book which makes its perusal a means of grace.... 


it is all Id ‘and 
MUSICAL MOMENTS IN WORSHIP EO ate whe kas’ reed it wl pact ee) pe 


again. It is a companion for life.’”—Methodist Times 


received equal attention. Folk song, chant, chorale, processional, response, Net, $1.25, postpaid. 
} 
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In quantities, each, net, 80 cents, carriage extra. 


Guidance in Singing and Listening and Leader, London. 

By EDITH LOVELL THOMAS Net, $125, pastes 
Sa This booklet, designed for schools, as companion WHY DO MEN SUFFER? 
MISS THOMAS is to SINGING WORSHIP With Boys and Girls, wa 
an authority in this || COntains selections from great piano literature By LESLIE D. WEATHERHEAD . 
field, and has a mas- reflecting various worship moods. Its prime pur- ® This talented author is a great preacher, lecturer, 
ter’s degree from the || pose is to incite to intelligent effort those who and a trustworthy psychologist. His latest book is 
School of Sacred Mu- |} want to make significant the periods of learning weebie Perales oe the pains | Bae prscoinbaes . 
sic in Union Theolog- || and experiencing music worthy of the best tradi- foe bbeveaGng aud at ee babel dloanene ex- 


ical Seminary, in the |] tions of the Christian religion. pression he gives to his thought. 
city of New York. 


Paper, net, 25 cents, postpaid. Net, $1.29, (pon 
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“Do Something About It” 


AT A CHAUTAUQUA, SOME YEARS AGO, T. R. said: 


\ 


“I think there’s one point the preachers have 
overlooked, namely: that Life Insurance is ap- 
plied Christianity. Why? Because Christianity 
means Love, and Life Insurance is where you DO 


SOMETHING ABOUT IT.” 


But the preachers are not overlooking it! 


| 
| 
| 
| 


What preacher doesn’t himself want to “do 


something about it’’? The MINISTERS LIFE and CASUALTY UNION 


19th Floor, Wesley Temple, Minneapolis, Minnesota. 
Please send me information on your 


simple, easy insurance plan as announced in th 
issue of FEDERAL COUNCIL BULLETIN, e January 


Just How>—tthat’s the question with them. 


For that question we have an answer that fits 


today's conditions. Dike Seager y i raary (eidcepdey ere |. 
Simple, sensible and easy. Address -_..- shivmcid theta ae tet ka oe Re | 
May we tell you about it—no obligation—no ee Hien: Fee ae ar oa State. tiers 
agent. Date of pe cas Recah Denomination_________--_. | 


&~ Just mail the coupon or drop us a card. 
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Life, Accident and Sick Benefit Insurance at Bottom Cost | 
for Clergymen Only. 1-36 | 
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